UPROOTING THE ROOTS OF CRIME VoM OTATRY

s In partnership with Computershare's Change a Life programme, Valued Citizens
Initiative believes that leaders are born and developed but need to be revealed
through persistent yet patient nurturing. But for a leader to be revealed s/he has to
be dedicated in establishing him or herself as a leader, and be guided and

There are 13 prisons in South Africa which have provision for juveniles, with 1 275 developed to show their abilities.

youngsters between the ages of 14 and 18 years old behind bars, according to the
Department of Correctional Services March 2010 statistics. Of these, 504 were awaiting
trial and 771 had been sentenced. Alternatively, juveniles suspected of committing a
crime are supposed to be sent to a reform school, but there are only two in the country,
together, they can accommodate 280 youths.

Hence of the 305 diverted children from iCHOOSE Diversion programme,

Valued Citizens Initiative in partnership with Computershare took 32 diverted -

children to ICHOOSE to Change a life leadership programme to give them a Discovery Of Individual Abilities
platform to reveal what their previous troubled life had hidden. pithimug tbung Eegees

As a leadership programme, iCHOOSE to Change a Life aims at empowering diverted
children from crime to become leaders, in their own lives and those around them; for them
to become leaders of positive change in their communities and schools. The programme
includes a six months training that educate diverted children with skills such as -
understanding leadership; discovering the leader within assessing strengths .and
acknowledging weaknesses; developing an open communication with self and others, and

Coordinator. Hence since 2008, we have developed and facilitated the iCHOOSE the vital one, action plan crime prevention projects. It is through this extensive programme

Diversion programme to 307 diverted children in conflict with the law and only 2 re- that Valued Citizens Initiative have managed to reveal leadership qualities within
offended. 3 individuals like Amogelang Pitso, Buyisiwe Jaas, Sechaba Matsoso and Kopano Thulare.

“There is no child that is born a criminal, but a child can be moulded to commit a crime
offence. With that in mind, children that commit crime can also be loved, trusted,
nurtured to be valued citizens, so we as Valued Citizens Initiative in partnership with the
Johannesburg Metro Region from the Gauteng Department of Health and Social
Development and the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund believe that it is crucial to
give a second chance to a child in life” says Moeletsi Pule - Diversion Programme
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