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Durban - It's all systems go for the 14th edition of the Stihl Non Stop Dusi canoe marathon with over 130 paddlers entered so far and rain was still falling Wednesday, ensuring ideal conditions for the more than 150 paddlers expected to start the race Friday morning.
Mainly K2 (doubles) boats, but also in K2 boats (singles) will be on the start line come sunrise Friday.

The event follows the traditional Dusi course from Camps Drift in Pietermaritzburg to Blue Lagoon in Durban.
Lots of water is expected and Umgeni Water have promised a healthy water release from Henley and Inanda Dams -“ both dams are overflowing and Inanda dam had 25 cumecs.
All eyes are on defending champion Michael Mbanjwa and his new partner, Piers Cruickshanks. The K2 crew have what it takes to win the event. They are certainly not going to have it their own way though.
Martin Dreyer's "Change a Life" Academy are all set to take the favourites head on. They have been put through their paces by Dusi icon Martin Dreyer over the last eight months and canoeing pundits are warning they could be a major upset in both categories.
"My guys are in awesome shape. The time to talk is over. We are all based at Nagle Dam and focusing on the job at hand," said Dreyer Wednesday.
The sponsors of the event, Stihl, have sponsored all the Academy's entries.
Eric Zondi (20), who came ninth in the Dusi a few weeks ago, is paddling with Thomas Ngidi (21) who came 15th. The young crew are tipped for a podium finish as is the crew of matriculant Zonele Nzuza (18) who is paddling with Nhlanhla Cele. They finished 14th in the Dusi and 33rd respectively.

The K1 category, it would seem will be fought out by Mark Mulder who came fourth in the Stihl last year and 7th in the traditional Dusi a few weeks ago, and Lucas Mthalane who is also from the Academy.
"The days of white domination are over," said Ray De Vries, spokesman for the organisers. "The canoeing fraternity is thrilled, as are all South Africans, with the incredible way the sport has transformed - and this without quotas or interference.
The world's toughest canoe marathon always spits out a surprise or two and this year will be no exception.

"Rumours abound as to who is still going to enter at the last minute -there are many who still are playing mind games," said De Vries.
One paddler who doesn't need to play mind games is Eric Bothma, who did his first Stihl in the inaugural edition in 1997 and has done all 14, being the only paddler who has ever done so.
Paddlers are required to go through two checkpoints between the two cities, but are totally reliant on their support teams for food, hydration and repairs.

